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THE NEW NY AGENDA

The people of New York deserve 
a government that works, for a 
change — not a government 

paralyzed by partisan politics and 
plagued by  
ethical scandals.

We love New York and are willing to fight 
for the fundamental reforms necessary 
to restore competence and integrity in 
government and regain the  

public’s confidence.

We are Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents. But we are New Yorkers 
first, foremost and always.

Today, I join with my fellow New Yorkers 
to actively support Andrew Cuomo’s 
New NY Agenda. I pledge to vote in 
the upcoming elections, to urge my 
local elected officials to support this 

1. �Clean Up Albany. We must restore honor and integrity to government, with tough 
new ethics standards, expanded disclosure requirements, independent investigators 
to root out and punish corruption, and an overhaul of campaign finance laws. We 
must remove legislative redistricting from partisan elected politicians and place it 
in the hands of an independent commission that works only for the people. And 
we must hold a constitutional convention – A People’s Convention – to rewrite the 
Constitution and make these changes immediately because we cannot wait any 
longer for the state legislature to act.

2. �Get Our Fiscal House in Order. We must get our State’s fiscal house in order by 
immediately imposing a cap on state spending and freezing salaries of state  public 
employees as part of a one-year emergency financial plan, committing to no increase 
in personal or corporate income taxes or sales taxes and imposing a local property 
tax cap. We must also eliminate mandates that make it impossible for school districts 
and localities to contain costs. 

3. �Rightsizing Government. Government in New York is too big, ineffective and 
expensive. We must enlist the best private sector minds to help overhaul our more 
than 1,000 state agencies, authorities and commissions and reduce their number by 
20 percent. We must make it easier to consolidate or share services among our more 
than 10,000 local governments.

4. �NY Works. We must make New York the jobs capital of the nation and get unemployed 
New Yorkers back to work. We will give businesses a tax credit of up to $3,000 for 
each unemployed New Yorker hired for a new job. We must also replace New York’s 
ineffective economic development efforts with a new strategy organized around 
regional industry clusters; reduce the high costs of doing business in the state; and 
support small businesses by increasing access to capital and streamlining regulatory 
barriers. 

5. �NY Leads. New York has been a national leader in protecting and advancing individual 
rights and safeguarding the  future of its citizens. To remain so, we must protect a 
woman’s right to choose, achieve marriage equality, enact tough anti-discrimination 
laws, truly regulate Wall Street,  attract the best and the brightest to government, 
leave our children a cleaner and greener world, and continue to oppose the death 

Sign the pledge today at www.AndrewCuomo.com
Paid for by Andrew Cuomo 2010
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The Cuomo Tax Cap Plan

1. Cap would apply to all school districts and
local governments (i.e. counties, towns,
villages and special districts) and would be set
at the rate of inflation or 2 percent, whichever
is less.

2. To preserve local control, the plan
empowers residents to go over the cap with a
60 percent majority vote when they believe it
is in the best interest of the community.

3. Only limited exceptions allowed for the cap,
including one time needs for large legal
settlements or extraordinary capital
expenditures. Counties would also have
exceptions for state mandated social service
programs that are not capped (as is Medicaid),
and which represent a major share of their
budgets.

4. To encourage cost savings, local
governments would be rewarded for
consolidation of services.
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Tax Reform Plan

$16,598 $11,959 $40,900 $20,636 $13,478

$5,854
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New York Property Taxes Are Out Of Control



 

 
When you combine State
and local taxes New York
has the second highest in

the nation.



 

 
Local property tax levies in New York grew by
73 percent from 1998 to 2008, more than

twice the rate of inflation during that period.

Table 1. Median Property Tax Burden by County (2009)

United States $1,917
Westchester County New York $9,044 1
Nassau County New York $8,940 2

Rockland County New York $8,542 5
Source:



 

Table 2. Property Tax Burden as a Percentage of Home
Value (2009)

County State

Taxes as
% of
Home
Value Rank

United States 1.04%

Monroe County New York 2.89% 1

Niagara County New York 2.87% 2

Wayne County New York 2.78% 3

Chemung County New York 2.61% 4

Chautauqua County New York 2.61% 5

Erie County New York 2.60% 6

Onondaga County New York 2.50% 7

Steuben County New York 2.49% 9

Madison County New York 2.43% 10

Cayuga County New York 2.41% 12

Oswego County New York 2.40% 13

Schenectady County New York 2.36% 15

Cattaraugus County New York 2.36% 16

all



 

Table3. Median Property Tax Growth in Heaviest Taxed
Counties in New York6

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009



 

Chart 1. Property Tax Growth v. Rate of Inflation

 



 

Local Taxes Are High In Part Because There Are
Too Many Governments

 
There are more than 10,500 local

governmental entities �— including 62 counties,
932 towns, 555 villages and over 7,000 special
districts �— imposing taxes and fees across New

York State. 



 

 
In the 1940s there
were less than 2,000
special districts;
today there more
than 7,000 special

districts. 



 



 

The Property Tax Solution: The Cuomo Tax Cap
Plan

Local Communities Would Retain Control



 

All Governments Would Be Included

There Would Be Narrow, Limited Exemptions



 

Mandate Relief is a Critical Part of the Equation



 



 

 
WeMust Continue to Rightsize Our More Than
10,500 Local Governments Through
Consolidations and Shared Services
 



 



 

Create Incentives to Expand on the Government
Reorganization and Citizens Empowerment Act

Citizens Re Org Empowerment Grants



 



 

Citizen Empowerment Tax Credits



 

A Local Reorganization Knowledge Network



 

Eliminate Remaining Legal Barriers to Mergers
and Shared Services

Eliminate Legal Barriers to Municipal
Services



 

 
The State Must Get its Fiscal House in Order
 

Impose a State Spending Cap



 

 
Freeze Taxes

 
Use Budget Surpluses for Direct Tax Relief



 



 



 

Cap NY Property Taxes
Summary of Policy Proposals

 
 
The Property Tax Solution: The Cuomo Tax Cap
Plan

 
 Impose a property tax cap.

Mandate Relief is a Critical Part of the Equation
 

 Review existing mandates.

 No new unwarranted mandates.



 

 
WeMust Continue to Rightsize Our More Than
10,500 Local Governments Through
Consolidations and Shared Services

 Citizen re org empowerment grants.

 Citizen empowerment tax relief.

 Local reorganization Knowledge Network.

 Eliminate legal barriers to municipal
services.



 

 
The State Must Get its Fiscal House in Order
 

 Impose a State spending cap

.

 Freeze Taxes.

 Use budget surpluses for direct tax relief.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendices
 
 
Appendix A. 2009 Property Taxes as a Percentage of
Home Value (New York State)

County

Taxes as
% of
Home
Value Rank



 

 
 
 



 

Appendix B. 2009 Median Property Taxes Paid (New
York State)

County

Median
Property

Taxes Paid on
Homes Rank



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix C. Average Inflation Rate Versus Average
Property Tax Increase (2002 2007) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avg. Inflation Rate v.
Avg. Property Tax Increase

(2002 to 2007)

Rate of Inflation 2.9%

County Tax
Increase

5.7%

City Tax Increase 5.1%

Town Tax
Increase

5.6%

Village Tax
Increase

6.2%

School Tax
Increase

7.5%

Fire District Tax
Increase

7.6%



 

Appendix D. Comparison of the Cuomo Tax Cap to Other
Proposals

Cuomo Tax Cap
Proposal

Governor�’s Program
Bill38

NJ Tax Cap39

Cap

Exceptions

Local Cap
�“Override�”

Who
Applies To
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See Enough is Enough: Why and
How to Cap New York�’s School Property Taxes
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